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¶ AXLES, HEAT AND RPMôS 

¶ BOB EASTONôS STUDEFEST 2019 

¶ SHIPPING NEW STUDEBAKERS OVERSEAS  
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THE BULLET-TIN IS THE HAMILTON CHAPTER OFFICIAL  NEWSLETTER AND IS PUBLISHED BI-MONTHLY 

The intent of this publication is to keep members informed and to stimulate interest in Studebaker vehicles and history. Members are encouraged to submit 
articles and personal stories that relate to Studebaker. Articles, including classified ads, should be sent to the editor for inclusion. Technical info, articles and 
viewpoints published in the Bullet-Tin are those of the author and may not be the views of the Hamilton Chapter or  Chapter Executives. 

 
THE ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES for the Hamilton Chapter is $20.00 forwarded to the membership secretary by January 1

st
. This will ensure 

your continued receipt of the Bullet-Tin. Members of the Hamilton Chapter must also be members in good standing of the Studebaker Drivers 
Club Inc. 
 
DUES FOR THE NATIONAL CLUB are $39.00 payable in U.S. funds to THE STUDEBAKER DRIVERS CLUB INC.  P.O. Box 1715, Maple Grove, MN 
55311-7615.    Email mark@cornerstonereg.com 
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          LIST YOUR STUDEBAKER VEHICLES              
1)  ________________________________________          
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FILL OUT AND MAIL TO OUR MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY WITH CHEQUE ENCLOSED. (info above) 

 

mailto:pjdowney27@gmail.com
mailto:Stephenjporter4@gmail.com
mailto:studebakertracks@gmail.caom
mailto:larryandbarb.gibson@sympatico.ca
mailto:kool63Stude@gmail.com
mailto:sporter4@cogeco.ca
mailto:lin93@sympatico.ca
mailto:Rhenn15090@aol.com
mailto:jlh6225@centurylink.net
mailto:ctattersall@cogeco.ca
mailto:tomnancurtis@aol.com
mailto:keydetskj@aol.com
mailto:cid1966@verizon.net
mailto:jestinson@aol.com
mailto:mark@cornerstonereg.com
http://www.studebakerdriversclub.com/


 

  

             PRESIDENTS MESSAGE JULY/ AUGUST 2019              
 

 

Hello Friends;  
 

And so another driving season has finally , I hope , begun in earnest. I t seems like the them e for  

Spring was òletõs see how much rain can fall on a day planned for a Studebaker drive ó!  
 

The Studebaker brand seems to always draw a lot of attention anywhere you pa rk t hem and it never  ceases to 

amaze me how many people come up and ask you about your car or truck. I had my  truck parked in front of the 

house recently while I cleaned out the garage, and was surprised to  see 4 or 5 people standing around it as I 

came out to return it to the garage. After a lot of  questions and great conversations I managed to get it back in 

the garage an hour or so later . 
 

 We were recently  fortunate to have Dave Rohrer the President and CEO of the Canadian Warplane Heritage  

Museum at a meeting to speak to us about the Lancaster  bomber  and what it took to fly the plane to England and 

back. Not exactly Studebaker centric, however, we are so fortunate to be able to  have our meetings in the 

museum, often with the Lancaster or another iconic plane as a backdrop  just out the window. The Lancaster does 

have Packard-Merlin engines though so I  suppose thatõs close enough to claim that it i s part Studebaker!  
 

At our  June meeting , Doug Summerhayes spoke to us about his experience in 1964 and 1965 s hipping CKD 

Studebakers worldwide from  his facility a few blocks from the Hamilton plant.  
 

There are of course cruise nights all across  the area almost every night of the week. Unfortunately the Pier 4 

cruise featuring Studebaker s, July 17th was cancelled because the ground was soft from all the rain.   
 

On Sunday, July 21 st , Roger Hill  has organized an interesting tour  along the back roads  of Norfolk C ounty . We will 

try to have  a short meeting at som e point along the way.  
 

Our Monday, August 19th summer meet ing is at Lorraine and Paulõs home in Smithville , and our Corn Roast is 

September 15 th . at Wayne & Sharonõs place. 
 

The International M eet is  in Mansfield, Ohio . A week later is  the Dunkirk Swap meet . 
 

Your club has some interesting things planned for the summer months.  
 

If you have an idea for future events or speakers at a meeting, please let us know, your  Executive is always  

interested  in hearing from you.  
 

In closing, if you are so inclined, please take a few minutes t o send a story  to our editor, Paul  of how you became 

interested  in Studebakers, these will no doubt be interesting stories in upcoming newsletters.  
 

Regards, Peter   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

  

 

COVER STORY    The pict ure on the cover of this issue wa s taken  at  last yearõs "CLASSICS  OF THE  

GOLDEN AGEó car show held at the Canadian War plane Heritage Museum.  T he beauti ful õ37 

Studebaker coupe belonged  to Hamilton Chapter member Sheldon Rier . The car was recently sold at an 

auction that Sheldon had.   
 

 
 

CONTRIBUTING TO THIS ISSUE  
 

 Peter Downey,  Peter Sant,  Eric Harnett,  Olivia Griggs,  Bob Easton  Paul Cronkwright  
 

 

JULY/AUGUST BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES  

 

                      Cecylia Griggs           July 3        Linda Cumisky   Aug 1               Jim & Rosemary Bradley        July 17 

                      Barb Anderson           July 5        Garnet Bell          Aug 14            Larry & Suzanne English        July 21 

                      Sharon Pearce             July 20      Robert Allison     Aug 15            Barry & Carol Leppan            July 28      

                      Bob Stowell                July 21                                                          Bob & Joanne Easton              Aug 5      

                      Rosemary Bradley      July 26 

                      Peter Downey             July 27  

 

 

IF YOU ARE A RECENT OR LONG TERM  HAMILTON CHAPTER MEMBER  AND WOULD LIKE YOUR BIRTHDAY OR 

ANNIVERSARY PUBLISHED IN OUR NEWS LETTER, PLEASE SEND THE INFORMATION TO ME.    Paul 
 

             AXLES HEAT AND RPMõS     .............by Peter Sant 

Most of the Studebakers that we are driving today were built in the 1950õs or 1960õs and with few exceptions 

they were designed to run on roads with a speed limit of 50 mph.  

Champion sixes usually had a rear axle ratio of 4.56 with overdrive which gave reasonable standing start 

acceleration but still were limited to travelling no more than 65 mph even with OD. Axle ratios play a big part in 

our vehicles. Without overdrive a 1956 Studebaker Champion cam e from the factory with a 4:10 rear axle and as 

a result the engine was turning almost 4000 rpm at 70 mph. This causes excessive engine wear, but mainly it 

produces heat. The faster you go the higher your temperature gauge will go indicating a hot engine t emperature. 

This is the reality of the beast!  

Similarly V8 engines can also overheat when asked to travel at constant speeds over 70 mph. The cure for this is 

a trade off. Find an axle with a lower numerical number such as 3:07 ratio or if you can find a o verdrive 

transmission with a 4:10 or 4:09 ratio axles, you can get by with travel speeds of 70 mph. The heat begins to 

build when your engine, six or V8, exceeds 3,000 rpm. Try to keep your engine rpm below 3000 by whatever 

means you can. You will lose a little performance, i.e. standing start acceleration but  your power plant will  last  

longer and you will have confidence that you are not seriously overheating . 

 



 

  

 

  Jake Wilkins proposed to Olivia Griggs in Studebaker Avanti         

CONGRATULATIONS  OLIVIA &  JAKE FROM  THE HAMILTON CHAPTER STUDEBAKER DRIVERS CLUB!  

OUR JUNE MEETING  

We had a very interesting guest speaker at our June meeting. Mr. Doug Summerhayes told us about his company 

that was located in Hamilton  not far from the Studebaker plant. They were  responsible for putting disassembled   

Studebakers into crates to be shipped overseas. Upon arrival they would be reassembled and delivered to  sales 

outlets throughout Europe. Thanks to Roger Hill for telling us about Doug!!  Below President  Peter thanking  Doug. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



 

  
 


